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FACE-TO-FACE EVALUATION

This is a 53-year-old gentleman on the hospice with endstage diagnosis of stroke. His comorbidities include ataxia, COPD, CHF, and dementia. The patient also suffers from ascites related to alcoholic liver disease and bipolar disorder. The patient is wheelchair dependent. The patient is definitely ADL dependent because of right-sided weakness. Since last certification, the patient ability to speak has been effected. He has worse slurred speech and has increased bouts of confusion. His wife believes these episodes started about a month or two ago which can be consistent with lacunar type strokes which in itself signifies the patient has endstage CVA and is heading to a much bigger stroke which can be life threatening in the future. The patient also has issues with swallowing. He must eat very slowly or he start aspirating. He is at high risk of aspiration. He has weakness in the right side and contractility and that has been noted free from previous evaluation. His confusion has led to mental deterioration and confusion. He confabulates both because of his stroke and because of his alcoholic liver disease. He requires medication for anxiety and has episodes that becomes very belligerent with his wife and family members that have been present for sometime, but it seems to be worsening. The patient has a KPS score of 40% and requires constant help and supervision of his wife at home and remains hospice appropriate at this time. Most likely has less than six months to live.
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